The functional sequelae of sacrococcygeal teratoma.
Twenty-seven patients with sacrococcygeal teratoma were followed for a mean period of 5 years (range, 2 to 12 years). Eleven (41%) had some form of functional impairment. Fecal and/or urinary incontinence was present in nine children and two had weakness of the lower limbs secondary to sciatic nerve palsy. Tumors with large intrapelvic extensions requiring an abdominoperineal approach for resection were associated with a higher incidence of functional sequelae (67%). It is recommended that patients with sacrococcygeal teratoma (particularly those with a presacral extension) be closely monitored for functional deficits so that early treatment can be instituted.